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Nations in Geneva in 2002, in cooperation with the Union 
Internationale des Avocats (UIA), to visit the many inter-
national organizations there. A convocation of the Section’s 
European members focused on the “rainbow” of alterna-
tive dispute settlement processes also showed that the Sec-
tion could develop successful programming outside the 
United States. 

Policy measures included a proposal to overhaul the 
Foreign Sovereign Immunities Act, foreign market access 
for U.S. lawyers in the Doha Round (for the General Agree-
ment on Trade in Services), and coordinating efforts on a 
Code of Conduct for Arbitrators. 

Leanne Pfautz, previously the director of the ABA 
Administrative Law Section, became director of the Sec-
tion of International Law in 2003. In her years as direc-
tor, she has further professionalized the Section staff and 
enabled the Section to achieve many great things.

The Section has continued to grow under its recent 
leadership. Deborah Enix-Ross (2006–07) became the first 
person of color to lead the Section. Jeffrey Golden (2007–
08) became the first non-U.S. resident lawyer to serve as 
chair. Aaron Schildhaus (2008–09) became the first solo 
practitioner to lead the Section. 

Section leadership retreats are now becoming common. 
They have been held in conjunction with ABA Annual 
Meetings or held separately in the fall.

The Section eliminated the nominal dues of $5 for law 
student members, providing them instead with free mem-
berships and electronic access to our Section publications, 
The International Lawyer and the International Law News. 
Membership quickly passed 20,000, with about 50 per-
cent in private practice, 10 percent as in-house counsel, 
and 20 percent living outside the United States. By 2008, 

Section membership increased again to more than 23,000, 
with members in more than 90 countries.

The Section is now structured with heavy reliance on 
12 division chairs who coordinate and monitor work of 
the Section’s committees. The committees are organized 
into the divisions of Business Regulation; Disputes; Cor-
porate; Finance; Industries; Tax, Estate, and Individuals; 
Legal Practice; Public International Law (Divisions I and 
II); Africa/Eurasia; Americas/Middle East; and Constituent 
(dealing with Section membership matters).

The Section continues its publication program, with 
this newsletter, section books, committee newsletters, and 
the section’s scholarly journal. The International Lawyer 
began publishing an annual review of significant develop-
ments in international law. First conceived and edited by 
Bob Lutz in 1996, this “Year in Review” produced ever-
increasing volumes of comprehensive and reliable analysis 
of those developments. In 2008, the “2007 Year in Review” 
was almost 900 pages long.

Outreach to students has helped increase student mem-
bership. Some programs include the popular Pathways to 
Employment in International Law. The Section also made plans 
to launch a new electronic publication, the International Law 
Student News, which would include stories of direct inter-
est to our law student members, with the goal of increasing 
their knowledge about the Section so that they will renew as 
members after they graduate from law school.

The Section has also created a number of interest groups 
to promote membership in the Section. These groups 
include the Young Lawyers’ Interest Network (YIN), the 
Women’s Interest Network (WIN), the Seasoned Lawyers 
Interest Network (SIN), and the Sexual Orientation and 
Gender Identity Issues Network (GIN).  F
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On September 12, 2008, the claims of 

an intellectual property law firm were 

dismissed with prejudice pursuant to 

a settlement agreement in a suit filed against the 

American Bar Association alleging federal service 

mark infringement and common law unfair com-

petition. See Civil Action No. 07-1861 (EDH) 

(D.D.C.). The suit claimed that the plaintiff’s service 

mark was infringed by the Globe Logo adopted by 

the ABA Section of International Law in 2004.

Under the settlement agreement, the ABA may 

continue to use the Globe Logo as it has done in 

the past, subject to the standards and guidelines set 

forth in the ABA Graphic Standards Manual as mod-

ified from time to time. The ABA also waived any 

claims for costs and attorney fees against the plain-

tiff in consideration for the dismissal, according to 

Bruce A. McDonald in the Washington, D.C., office 

of Schnader Harrison Segal & Lewis LLP, who suc-

cessfully defended the ABA in the suit.  F
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